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This issue of Linear Algebra and Its Applications honors two friends, 
colleagues, and collaborators who have made distinguished contributions 
to linear algebra and other fields over many years. Miroslav Fiedler and 
Vlastimil Pt~k are both mathematicians who exhibit pronounced individuality 
and taste in their scientific work, but happily there is a substantial overlap in 
their interests, and they have written some very influential joint papers as 
well as many independent articles. The range of their work is wide, as testify 
the biographies which follow and the diversity of the contributions to this 
special issue. A fitting description of Fiedler is: "[His] works excel not only by 
the strength of his results, which as a rule are definitive and cannot be further 
improved, but also by their brilliant style and clear organization of the 
material. The characteristic feature of his methods is an ingenious combina- 
tion of relatively elementary principles . . . .  -1 The aesthetic omponent is also 
well to the fore in the work of Pt{tk, who ranges with equal facility from 
extreme generality and abstraction to down-to-earth questions involving cal- 
culation: indeed, a hallmark of his research is the effective use of abstraction 
for the solution of concrete problems. Both display striking originality in their 
mathematical work. They typically start from hard problems, usually concern- 
ing matrices, penetrate deeply into them, and present elegant solutions with 
intuitive appeal. Neither of them pursues generality for its own sake: their 
most general theorems often say something significant about 3-by-3 matrices. 
Fiedler and Pt~tk also share a strong commitment to clear exposition, which 
has made them popular participants at conferences in many countries. 
We salute two richly productive mathematicians, and we wish them 
continuing success in their scholarly endeavors. 
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